Department of Physical Therapy
Research and Program Evaluation for Physical Therapy Practice
Advisor Checklist for MScPT Research Projects

Advisors should review the following checklist to ensure their project outline meets the requirements for the MScPT research curriculum.

Advisors should ensure that their proposed project meets the following criteria:
· We strongly recommend having a minimum of 2 advisors in case an advisor is not available (e.g., due to illness)
· The maximum number of advisors allowed is 3 (and 4 with a faculty advisor)
· If a trainee is the lead advisor, the supervisor should be a co-advisor and will be responsible to ensure the project is completed 
· The proposed project is relevant to physical therapy
· The project proposal has been approved by relevant supervisors or committees at the host institution, if applicable
· Advisors cover the costs of research (e.g., onboarding students at hospitals, statistical software, Qualtrics survey software, special equipment, recording equipment, translation, etc)
· Advisors have the expertise required for equipment/technology essential to the project
· There is evidence to support achievement of the expected sample size
· For chart reviews, advisors have reviewed a sample of 10 charts to ensure data on variables of interest are available (minimal missing data) and of reasonable quality
· For chart reviews, advisors have determined the # of charts per year that will be available for data collection.
· For participant recruitment, advisors have determined admission rates (if applicable) per month
· Time for students to travel to the research site is feasible
· Data collection is restricted to one site
· Confirm space (with sufficient computers and software (e.g., SPSS, etc)) is available onsite to conduct analyses of data onsite. NOTE: If students need to store files at 500 University to analyze or review then they will need to use a secure file sharing / transfer process.
· Confirm any Data Sharing Agreements and/or external Research Ethics Board approval will be obtained if required
· Data collection is feasible to complete on Mondays from January to June.
· If an online survey – email Unit 7 leads with email confirmation from any partners (e.g., OPA, CPA, College) confirming agreement to assist with recruitment in the study.  
Advisors should be aware that:
· Advisors are expected to meet with students once in July prior to a session on developing research questions and literature reviews to orient students to the project and any background literature to review in preparation for Unit 7 
· Advisors need to provide feedback on documents within 2 business days during Unit 7 and 13.
· For hospital-based projects, ethics approval is obtained from the hospital research ethics board (REB), and then from the REB at the University of Toronto. 
· A research advisor who wishes to propose a multivariable analysis must have the expertise conceptually and statistically to lead the analysis.
· Students will be first authors on publications and presentations.
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