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Exceptional Achievement Award Recipients are individuals who have made exceptional
contributions to the Physical Therapy profession.

Gabriela Lima de Melo Ghisi — Research

Melanie MacKinnon — Education
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Department of Physical Therapy 2025
Exceptional Achievement Awards

Gabriela Lima de Melo Ghisi - Research

T W T A
Dr. Gabriela Ghisi is an Affiliate Scientist at the KITE Research Institute, L LN e

UHN and Assistant Professor (status only) at the PT Department at
UofT. Her research centers on patient education in chronic disease
management and global access to cardiac rehabilitation (CR), especially
for minority groups. She has supported the development and imple-
mentation of an evidence-based patient education curriculum in col-
laboration with CR programs in 13 countries and has led its evaluation.
She has published over 170 papers, authored clinical practice guide-
lines, and developed 12 cardiac rehabilitation-related scales that are
used for both clinical and research purposes. Her global recognition in
CR research is underscored by her ranking as one of the top three re-
searchers globally in CR (SciVal/Scopus). Dr Ghisi is also chair of the In-
ternational Council of Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation
(ICCPR).

Melanie MacKinnon - Education

Melanie MacKinnon is a practicing physiotherapist, multi-disciplinary clinic
owner and Assistant Professor, Teaching Stream, acting as co-lead for Unit
10, the Advanced Musculoskeletal Unit. She leads sessions in Unit 11 on tran-
sition to practice topics such as new grad mindset, aligning your values with
your work, employment classification, and contracts. She is also the lead of
the Founders Selective, which focuses on leadership and entrepreneurship.

Melanie has a passion for teaching and is deeply invested in teaching and
mentoring. In addition to her University of Toronto appointment, she also
teaches and mentors within both the Orthopedic Divisions’ Advanced Inte-
grated Manual and Manipulative Physical Therapy (AIM) program and West-
ern University’s post-graduate Advanced Health Care Practice Graduate Pro-
gram (AHCP) within the CMP Field. Melanie was recognized for her contribu-
tions to mentorship in 2025 by the Canadian Physiotherapy Association Or-
thopedic Division, receiving the Lynn Chapman Clinical Mentorship Award.

Melanie is currently pursuing a PhD in Health Professional Education Re-

search at the University of Toronto with an interest in how to create assess-
ments that bridge the technical with social and humanistic elements of prac-
tice, to help prepare health professionals for the realities of clinical practice.




Recognition Award Recipients

Recognition Award Recipients are individuals or teams who have provided an extraordinary educational experience
and positively impacted physical therapy students while in the academic or clinical environment. The recipients
were nominated by students, clinicians and/or faculty.

Lecturers

Yasma Ali-Hassan
Avril Mansfield
Euson Yeung

Lab Volunteers
Stacey Abraham
Anne-Marie Bourgeois
Nicole Bruni

Fabio Carnevale
Beth Despres
Ushwin Emmanuel
Moe Fasihi
Sabrina Handa
Sulayma Hassan
William Inglis
Sarpreet Kahlon
Blythe Owen
Prem Parmar
Lilibeth Pastolero
Gina Peixoto
Melanie Perkins
Patrick Quimio
Julian Roach
Rupinder Saini
Catherine Sullivan
Tina Tang

Rebecca Watson
Krisztina Weinacht
Stephen West
Kyle Whaley
Marianne Williams
Wes Wong

Megan Wormald

Small Group Facilitators
Debbie Childerhose
Ushwin Emmanuel

Elina Nezon

Nancy Ng

Prem Parmar

Patrick Quimio

Krisztina Weinacht
Marianne Williams

Clinical Instructors
Madeline Aarts
Nancy Aeschelmann
Farooq Ahmed
Irene Antunes
Louis Biasin

Devin Blizzard Leblanc
Peggy Bond
Anne-Marie Bourgeois
Janet Bowring
Nicole Bruni

Fabio Carnevale
Corrine Chan
Stephanie Cudd
Lindsay D'Andrade-Phillip
Sarah DeBoer
Inderdeep Dhugge
Olivia Drodge
Brenden Du

Sarah Evans
Neena Folliott
Nicole Gastle
Sabrina Handa
Sherry Harburn
Paula Hepburn
Daphne Jackson
Samantha Joubert
Kerri Kelland
Pauline Lai

Jacky Lam

Tamara MacAulay
Anthony Magnaye
Laura Mark
Lakshmi Matmari
Oloshuku Mbekure
Lee McKay

Lisa Menezes
Kathy Murphy
Anne Murray
Kristin Musselman
Joanna Nelken
Sierra Norville
Vanessa Ong

Elsa Pang

Melanie Perkins

Clinical Instructors (Cont)
Kristina Plourde
Kinny Quan-Velanoski
Vimala Ramaraj
Christina Samy

Saba Sedaghatkish
Monica Selvadurai
Parag Shah

Mathuiri Sithganesan
Gillian Sonley

Timi Soule

Kristyn St. Hilaire
Linda Sumiya

Min Tang

Tina Tang

Reuben Thomas

Anu Vats

Julian Vitale

Michelle Walsh
Marianne Williams
Adriane Yarmo
Jamie Young

Caitlyn Zavitz

Faculty
Chavon Niles
Euson Yeung

Teaching Assistants
Michelle Legasto-Mulvale
Samantha Maislin
Yashoda Sharma

Mentors
Daphne Jackson
Adriane Yarmo

Research Advisors
Natasha Benn
Nicole Cesca

Administrative Staff
Shane Brandon

Practical Examiners
Wes Wong



Teams

Hand Therapists at Toronto Western Hospital
Marianne Williams, Teresa Wesolowski, Mary Chang

Ontario Internationally Educated Physical Therapy Bridging Program
Martine Quesnel, Sharon Switzer-Mcintyre, Mae Kwan, Jamie Coleman

Providence Healthcare - Audrey, Micah, Hetavi and Peggy Team
Audrey Ng, Micah Archila, Hetavi Patel, Peggy Corkum

PT Context and Practice Team
Brenda Mori, Annette Marcuzzi

Rumsey Neuro Physiotherapy Team
Sabine Koszegi, Rina Reyes, Bonnie Cai-Duarte, Shelina Sajoo, Karen Fong, Mitchell Alley, Cheryl Foster, Ana Ferreira,
Margot Catizzone, Karen Brown

TWH Clinical Instructors Hosting Multiple Students
Deanna Baker, Nikita Panda-Banka, Nicole Livings, Sylvia Chan, Felicia Chow, Kyle Ruttan, Kathy Murphy, Lakshmi
Matmari

Unit 3 Cystic Fibrosis Team
Kenneth Wu, Karen Essah

Unit 3 Palliative Care Teaching Team
Megan Hudson, Donna Matheson

Unit 3 Pediatrics Teaching Team
Robin Deliva, Brittany Wu, Emma Reeves, Jenna Belitzky, Yasma Ali-Hassan, Ryan Ireland, Blythe Owen, Stacey
Sanchez Duong, Rebecca Tomasi

Unit 6 Burn Care Team
Aly Kassam, Karima Hassam, Benji Choo

Unit 6 Limb Loss Team
Janet Campbell, Arezoo Eshraghi, Christian Leyco, Crystal MacKay

Unit 6 Pediatric Burn Care Team
Jian Dealy, Jamil Lati

Unit 7 Teaching Assistants
Daniela Chan Viquez, Kristina Kokorelias, Nicole Cesca, Renato Barbosa dos Santos, Marina Petrevska, Ashvene
Sureshkumar, Saina Aliabadi

Vaughan Physiotherapy Clinic Team

Women's College Hospital - Olivia, Gillian and Samantha Team
Gilian Sonley, Samantha Joubert, Olivia Drodge





